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GRACE Church Families,
We hope that you will find this devotional helpful in focusing on 
how you and your children can “shine” during this exciting time at 
GRACE Church Bethlehem. This devotional is split into 4 weeks, 
each focusing on one verse of our guiding scripture for the Shine 
campaign, Matthew 5:13-16 (NIV). You can choose to pick one 
day each week to focus on family discussion, or you can spread 
the questions out across the week. However you choose to use 
the devotional, we hope it spurs thoughtful discussions in your 
home about how God has called us to be Salt and Light.

Kids and students will be working in Sunday School and 
Primetime to memorize these verses over the next several 
weeks. We encourage you to work with them at home as well. 
On Commitment Sunday, November 10, kids and students will 
be invited on stage to recite Matthew 5:13-16 in front of the 
congregation. We hope you spend the next several weeks 
reflecting and praying about your family’s commitment to the 
Shine campaign.

Included with this booklet are several “Shine” cards. Over the 
next few weeks, we ask you and your kids to finish the statement 
printed on those cards, “I Shine by…”. Write your answers down on 
the cards and return them to Jodi or Denise before November 3 so 
they can be displayed during our Commitment Sunday services.

Blessings,
Denise Pierson-Balik
GRACE Kids Coordinator

Jodi Wycherley
GRACE Students Coordinator

 “You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses 
its saltiness, how can it be made salty again? 
It is no longer good for anything, except to be 
thrown out and trampled underfoot.

 “You are the light of the world. A town built on a 
hill cannot be hidden. Neither do people light a 
lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put 
it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in 
the house. In the same way, let your light shine 
before others, that they may see your good 
deeds and glorify your Father in heaven.

Matthew 5:13-16
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Family Devotional – Week 1
The first written reference to salt is found in the Book of Job, 
recorded about 2,200 BC. There are 31 other references to salt in 
the Bible. From ancient times to present, the importance and value 
of salt has been recognized. Before the invention of refrigeration, 
salt was used as a preservative. People would cover their meat to 
prevent decay and keep it fresh to eat. Roman soldiers were even 
sometimes paid in salt because it was so valuable. Today, only 
about 6% of all salt produced goes into food. Salt is used in the 
making of thousands of different products such as paper, plastic, 
glass, rubber, fertilizers, household soaps and detergents.

Just as salt was used to keep food fresh, we as Christians are 
called to be the Salt of the Earth to bring God’s light into our 
communities. If seasoning loses its flavor, it becomes worthless. 
Similarly, if Christians are too much like the world and blend in 
with everyone else, they are of little value. Instead we should 
have a positive effect on others, just like salt brings out the best 
flavors in food.

Discussion Questions

1. Why do you think Jesus says Christians should be salt?

2. What do you think Jesus meant about salt losing its flavor?

3. How is it possible to become “unsalty?”

4. How can you be salt in the different areas of your life: family, 
school, neighborhood, sports team, or in other activities?

Activity
Practice one thing you answered in question #4 this week. 
Share what you did with your family.

 “You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses 
its saltiness, how can it be made salty again? 
It is no longer good for anything, except to be 
thrown out and trampled underfoot.”

Matthew 5:13
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Family Devotional – Week 2
Lighthouses are built very tall so they can be seen by ships from 
a far distance. Just like a lighthouse, a town built on a hill can 
be seen by travelers near and far. We as a Christian community 
should be seen from a distance by the way we shine the light of 
Christ through our actions and words. If we live for Christ, we will 
glow like lights showing others what Christ is like. 

Discussion Questions
1. What do you think it means to be the Light of the World?

2. Do you think your light is shining for others to see?

3. If so, how bright is your light? Is it…
• A candle?
• A flashlight?
• A desk lamp?
• A car headlight?
• A stadium light?
• A city on a hill?

4. Are you happy with your answer to question #3? If not, 
how bright would you like your light to shine? What are 
some ways you could make your light shine brighter?

Activity
What is one thing you can do this week to make your light 
shine brighter so others can see the love of Jesus??GRACECB.ORGGRACECB.ORG

 “You are the light of the world. A town built on a 
hill cannot be hidden.” 

Matthew 5:14



Family Devotional – Week 3
A lamps purpose is to light up the darkness. But if we cover it 
up, the lamp can’t serve its purpose. Similarly, our purpose as 
Christians is to shine the light of Christ into a dark world. If we 
somehow huddle inside our own faith and don’t share it with 
others, it is useless. Does a candle lose any of its flame by 
lighting another candle? No! But when one candle is burning, it 
has the ability to start others and light up the whole room. Our 
responsibility as “light shiners” is to share the light, God’s love, 
shining into a dark world. 

Discussion Questions
1. How can we communicate or demonstrate 

that we are light to others?

2. Where is there darkness around you? What would 
it look like to shine light into those places?

3. Why do you think people might hide their light?

4. What are some places or situations in your life 
where you may feel tempted to hide your light?

Activity
Talk to your parents about how you might shine your light in 
those tough places you mentioned above in question #4. Pray 
to God and ask Him to help you be BOLD in shining your light in 
those areas of your life.?GRACECB.ORGGRACECB.ORG

 “Neither do people light a lamp and put it under 
a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it 
gives light to everyone in the house.” 

Matthew 5:15



Family Devotional – Week 4
We can’t earn God’s favor or our salvation by good deeds, but 
through our actions we can show others our faith. Deeds of 
loving service show how much we love God and show others 
God’s love for us. When we do good deeds, we shine our light 
to point others to Jesus so they too may follow and praise Him. 
Jesus told his disciples to shine and his words are true for us: 
Shine so others see the light and see God. Jesus knew that the 
world was full of darkness and pain, but He called us to be the 
light of the world. We shine the light and love of Jesus in the 
middle of this pain. We can shine the light and love of Jesus 
through our actions. When we shine the light that Christ puts 
inside of us, shining becomes part of who we are. As Jesus said, 
“you are the light of the world.” Don’t keep that light hidden. 
Shine for all to see.

Discussion Questions
1. Who is someone you know that really shines the 

light of God? What can you learn from them?

2. Where do you have the opportunity to 
shine light through good work?

3. What kind of small things can you do every 
day to show others God’s love?

Activity
Spend some time as a family planning an act of service or a good 
deed you can do together. Carry out your plan and then discuss 
afterwards as a family.?

In the same way, let your light shine before 
others, that they may see your good deeds and 
glorify your Father in heaven.

Matthew 5:16
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